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1. I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its 25 Member States. I would like to thank the DG, the secretary of the Commission (CIPIH), and Dr. Zuckas ADG/HTP, for their introductions to the work ahead of us.  

2. We welcome the establishment of this WHO Intergovernmental Working Group on  Public Health, Innovation and Intellectual Property and a thorough discussion in order to draft a useful global plan of action. 

3. We also welcome the fact that WHA Resolution 59.24 establishing this Working Group properly recognizes the right of regional economic integration organizations such as the EU to participate in these discussions alongside the Member States within their appropriate legal mandates. 

4. We agree and support the four objectives
 to this first meeting of the IGWG, presented by the acting director general in his introductory statement. To be able to draft an action plan within the short time available, our work must be well structured and systematic. 

5. EU Ministerial Council Conclusions adopted a week ago reiterated the importance of health in all policies urging to ensure the visibility and value of health in the development of EU policies and legislation across all sectors. This will also guide the work of the EU in the IGWG, as other policies than health alone have an important impact on public health in general, on health systems and on access to medicines. 

6. The issues on the agenda of this working group also relate to the EU Council Conclusions on Common values and principles in EU health systems. The document singles out values of universal access to good quality care, equity and solidarity. These values also frame the EU positions with respect to its work in the WHO, in particular with regard to access to health care and appropriate health technologies for all. 

7. The European Consensus on Development of December 2005 devotes considerable attention to Policy Coherence for Development and takes a series of strong commitments in this respect. One of the 12 strands is focussed on research and innovation. Additional commitments include increased support to development-related research and ensuring that developing countries benefit from technological development support and from the research on health in joint projects with European partners as well as the research on national, regional and global level. Special attention was devoted to measures against HIV/AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis, undertaken by the European and Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership (EDCTP).
8. The EU expects that the IGWG will seek and explore, within its terms of reference, based on the recommendations of the report of hte Commission on Intellectual Property Rights, Innovation and Public Health, solutions and mechanisms, which are complementary to the existing ones, to ensure that the availability of accessible and affordable medicines, in particular for diseases that disproportionally affect the developing world.
9. The EU will participate in the work of the Intergovernmental Working Group actively and contribute constructively towards achieving its aims.

10. Finally, the EU wishes congratulate and support the newly elected WHO Director-General in this major challenge for enhancing global health and to thank the acting Director-General for guiding the work as far.  

� 1. Development of need driven global strategy and plan of action; 2. Agreement on the overall scope for the global plan (timetable etc) 3. Agreement on the elements of the global plan of action; 4. Decision on the next steps for the development of the plan. 
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